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PLANNING BOARD MEETING, NOVEMBER 9, 2015 

 

Present:   Debbie Holmwood, Vice-Chairman 
    Joseph F. Sheehan 
    Ernie Paciorkowski 
    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 
    Claire Murphy, Administrative Assistant 
 
Absent:   Al Porro, Chairman 
    Paul J. Donohue, Clerk 
 
 
7:00 P.M.  The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Ms. Holmwood, Vice- 
Chairman, in Room 12, Norwood Town Hall. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the minutes of September 28, 2015 and 
October 26, 2015, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION – Auto Storage – Lots 22 & 43 Carnegie Row, David 

Spiegel, owner, Atty. Diane Geraghty Hall, Matt Smith, Norwood Engineering 

 

Atty. Hall noted that at the last meeting her client, David Spiegel, requested a 2 year 
extension for car storage on Lots 22 & 43 Carnegie Row. The Planning Board raised a 
question about signs that have been seen on the property about an auction. Atty. Hall 
discussed this with Mr. Spiegel and he has not been able to ascertain any information 
about who put these signs on his property. He would like to assure the Board that these 
are not his signs and he has not used his property for any type of auction.  
 
Mr. Halkiotis explained that the applicant could request a continuance because there is 
not a full Board present and the vote tonight would have to be unanimous to reach a super 
majority.  
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Ms. Holmwood is not comfortable with granting the extension. Mr. Smith stated that it 
will only be a couple of years maximum and Mr. Spiegel does plan to develop the 
property. 
 
Ms. Holmwood said that this is not the real issue, she noted in the original decision it 
states that the frontage on Carnegie Row will be landscaped. Mr. Smith suggested putting 
in the decision that Mr. Spiegel’s representatives agreed to have deciduous trees planted 
by May 1, 2016.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to grant the extension as requested until December 
10, 2017 with the condition that Finding #6 in the original decision shall be completed by 
May 1, 2016, Ms. Holmwood added that there be a total of twelve (12) 3” caliber 
deciduous trees along Carnegie Row, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

REQUEST FOR LOT RELEASE – Sunset Avenue Adequate Access, Mario Gomes 

 

Mr. Halkiotis noted that Mr. Gomes was not present and had not submitted the covenant 
and release of covenant forms. Mr. Halkiotis met with Mr. Gomes this afternoon and Mr. 
Gomes gave him a check for the bond but did not complete any paperwork. 
 
Ms. Holmwood asked if the bond amount included a 20% contingency. Mr. Halkiotis said 
that the Board voted on the bond amount at the last meeting and that amount had a 10% 
contingency. Discussion ensued. 
 
Mr. Halkiotis said that the Board can reconsider the previous vote and add another 10% 
contingency to the bond amount. 
 
Mr. Halkiotis suggested waiting until the next meeting when the forms have been 
submitted before making any decision.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to continue this request until the next meeting on 
November 23, 2015, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – SITE PLAN APPROVAL – CBD Signage, True Value 

Hardware Store, Mike Crivello, Crivello Signs 

 

Ms. Holmwood opened the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Halkiotis told the applicant that because this was a special permit request the vote 
would have to have a super majority, because there were only three members present 
there must be a unanimous vote.  Mr. Crivello chose to move forward with his request.  
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Mr. Paciorkowski read the public hearing notice as it appeared in the Norwood Record on 
October 22, 2015 and October 29, 2015. 
 
Mr. Crivello explained that they are proposing to install a free standing sign on an 
existing pole within the rear parking lot. The proposed sign will be red with white 
lettering and will be two-sided. The sign will be a wayfinding sign that informs 
customers of additional parking.  
 
Ms. Holmwood asked if they intend to paint the existing pole. Mr. Crivello stated that he 
was not told to paint the pole he is just installing the sign but he will mention it to the 
store manager.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the request for a free standing sign for True 
Value Hardware Store with a condition that the existing pole be painted, seconded by Mr. 
Paciorkowski 
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

 

MAXWELL AVENUE, PHASE II – Set Bond Amount and Release of Covenant, 

Mark Carroll, developer 

 

Mr. Halkiotis told the Board that he had not received a cost estimate from Mark Ryan, so 
the bond cannot be set.  
 
Mr. Halkiotis stated that there are three lots (Lots 11, 12, & 13) that are part of the Phase 
II application, the existing road stops at Lot 12 and Lot 13 does not have any pavement in 
front of it. Lot 11 can be released but Lot 12 is a judgement call as far as releasing it. 
 
Mr. Carroll explained that he would like to start construction but he knows he wouldn’t 
be able to sell anything until the bond is set. Once Mr. Ryan produces a bond amount he 
will be ready to bond the whole project.  
 
Mr. Halkiotis received an e-mail from Mr. Ryan recommending releasing Lot 11 for a 
building permit and it would be up to the Planning Board if they want to release Lot 12. 
 
MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to Release Lots 11, 12, & 13 in the Maxwell 
Avenue Subdivision, Phase II on the condition the no construction starts until a bond is in 
place, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve and accept the bond amount 
recommended by the Town Engineer, Mark Ryan, seconded by Mr. Sheehan  
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 
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RE-CALL BOND FOR COOLIDGE ESTATES 

 

Mr. Halkiotis presented the Board with a draft motion for re-calling the bond for 
Coolidge Estates. The draft motion states that the Planning Board determined that the 
project owner, Stephen David, has not completed all of the work associated with his 
Coolidge Estates subdivision. The Planning Board makes a finding that the project owner 
has not complied with the Rules and Regulations Governing the Subdivision of Land 
Section 5.23 Storm Drain System. Therefore the Planning Board is formally notifying 
Mr. David that all remaining storm drainage work must be completed within 45 days 
from the date of notification. If the work has not been completed within 45 days the 
Planning Board will notify the Dedham Institute of Savings and request that all remaining 
funds held in the Tripartite Agreement be turned over to the Town so that the Town can 
complete the remaining work.  
 
Mr. Halkiotis will send a certified letter informing him that the work has not been 
completed and he has 45 days to complete it.  
 
MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to accept and approve the draft motion to re-call the 
bond for Coolidge Estates subdivision, seconded by Mr. Paciorkowski 
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

 

DISCUSSION ZONING AMENDMENTS IN THE “M” ZONE 

 

Mr. Halkiotis suggested waiting until all Planning Board members are present to discuss 
the possible zoning changes.  
 
 
DISCUSSION – FY17 Budget 

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that he is in the process of putting together the final FY17 budget. The 
budget will have an additional $7,500 for Mr. Tom O’Rourke to serve as the Town’s 
representative on the Metropolitan Planning Organization.  
 
Mr. Halkiotis also talked about staffing in the Planning Department. Mr. Halkiotis 
conducted a brief survey on how other planning departments in other Towns are staffed 
and found that the Norwood Planning Department is the least staffed of the 10 Towns 
surveyed.  
 

Mr. Halkiotis recommended the creation of a full time Assistant Planner position that 
would pay a salary of $50,000 - $55,000 a year. This will be a $20,000 increase from the 
approved FY14 Budget. Mr. Halkiotis went over the reasons for this recommendation and 
asked for the Board’s support.  
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MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the additional funding request for an 
Assistant Planner position, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  3-0  motion passed 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 
VOTE  3-0 motion passed 

 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access. A copy of the tape is available 

upon request.  

 


